BUILD A WEBSITE

An Introductory Guide to
Building a Website
Using WordPress.org
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Introduction
The Journey to Discovery

My journey to discover how I wanted to build a website on the
internet was a long and sometimes difficult one. It was often a
journey of self-discovery.

The information in this ebook is a paired down version of that
journey with only the steps that are necessary to create your
own web presence on the internet using WordPress.org.

Stephanie Bohrman

P.S. Good luck in your journey and in the words of my
Irish ancestors:

An Irish Blessing

May the road rise to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face,
the rains fall soft upon your fields

and until we meet again,

may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

To report errors or to contact Stephanie, send emails to info@honorsphere.com
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CHAPTER 1:
Many Ways to Build
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Many Ways to Build:

 HTML (coding)

* WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You Get Web
Development Program)

* CMS (Content Management System), for example —
WordPress, Joomla!, Drupal
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MANY Ways to Build

Choices

You can build a website many different ways:
 HTML, with CSS and JavaScript

* Use a WYSIWYG web development program, which uses
HTML, CSS, and JavaScript. You just don't have to deal with
the code.

* Use a CMS (Content Management System), such as
WordPress, Drupal or Joomla!

Since we can't cover every way to build a website here, we
will concentrate on how to build a WordPress.org website.

Whether this is your first time building a website or you're
looking for a way to update your strategy, this ebook should
give you what you're looking for.

f Jin
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BUILD A WEBSITE

You have the ability to
allow more than one
person to edit a site,
because the site and
the editing software are
located on the server.”

The advantages to using WordPress.org are numerous.

WordPress.org is Open Source, so you can make it your own.

When you use your own or your rented space, you have the
final say in what happens to the content. For example, if you
want ads on your website you can have ads; if you do not
want ads, you do not have to have them.

You have the ability to allow more than one person to edit a
site, because the site and the editing software are located on
the server.

You can edit from your computer, your laptop, your tablet,
and/or your phone.

You don't have to know HTML or CSS coding to edit, but it
doesn't hurt either.

Lots of different kinds of functionality can be added by using
WordPress plug-ins.

1 Jin 6
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CHAPTER 2:
Who Will Do the Set Up

Now you must be thinking ... Where do I begin? What is the
first thing I should do?

This section will review some quick tips about who will do the
set up of your WordPress website.

OO0
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Making Decisions

Whoever is in charge of the technical work for
your website needs to have a say in how the
domain name and hosting sites are set up. They
may be able to point you in a direction that gets
you more “bang for your buck” with the domain
name and/or the hosting company.

Working within Your Platform

If you already have a platform you work with,
allow time for your technical workers to become
familiar with the platform. Or use people who
are already familiar with it. Having someone
that is knowledgeable about the platform you
use will save you time.



CHAPTER 3:

Pick Your Domain Name
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Good domain names are not easy to find. However, there are
places where you can begin the search!

For instance, on WHOis.net you can search to see if the
domain name you want is already in use. Simply enter your
domain name, for example, mycompany.com, to see if
anyone is already using that name. If not, it's available for
you to use.
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If the name you are WHOIS LOOKUP
searching for is already
taken, don't give up hope. @ mycompany.coms i )

Keep searching for names.
In all likelihood, you will
find a name better than
you ever imagined.

Once you have chosen your domain name, contact the person
you chose to set up your WordPress site. You can skip this step,
if you like. But they may be able to get you a deal on your
domain name registration.

If you already have a registered name, good for you. You are
a step ahead in the process. Domain names have to be
registered every year. Keep that registration up-to-date so you
don't have problems later.

(f Min, 10
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CHAPTER 4:
Pick Your Hosting Company

Picking a hosting company tends to be a personal decision.
If you are not doing your own internet technical work, consult
with the person who is in charge of this area.

If you are doing your own work, most people starting out
choose "“shared hosting” because of the price. Shared hosting
can offer more than enough of space and tools to build a
website for a small company.

Some of my personal must-haves are:

Disk Space Unlimited
Data Transfer Unlimited
Hits Unlimited
FTP Access Unlimited
FTP Accounts Unlimited
Subdomains Unlimited

Control Panel
File Manager
Email Features

11
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A technical feature required for WordPress.org is database set-
up. So another of my personal must-haves is:

MySQL Databases Unlimited

Check with WordPress.org for other host specifications -
https://wordpress.org/about/requirements/.

If you are not sure what hosting company you want to use,
WordPress.org has a Hosting page to get you started on your
search - https://wordpress.org/hosting/.

f Jin 12
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CHAPTER 5:

Installing WordPress

W

Username

Fassworc

[] Remember Me

WordPress Log In

When you finally see the Log In page, shown above, you will

want to jump for joy. This is the first sign that your WordPress
installation has been successful.

Hopefully, you have saved your log in information, so you can
access the site!
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Downloading the File

As with many things, there is more than one way to install
WordPress on your server. I prefer to:

* download the Download .tar.gz to “my” computer
* upload it where I want it on “my” server
* decompress the file on the server

As long as I create a different database for each install, I can do
this many times.

(\)) WorRDPRESS.ORG -

Showcase Themes FPlugins Mobile Support Getinvolved About Blog Hosting Download WordPress

Download WordPress

Stable Download The Iz se of WordPress (Versi
from the link:

W IecOmmen

e in two formats
right. If you have no idea w with this download,

igning up with one of our web hos

Download WordPress 4.4.1

zIip— 7.4 18
Download targe— 6.8 ms *

Release Motification

etz Rel 1g partners that offers a
Jela Keleases

one-click install of Word Press or getting a free account on WordPress. com.

What's Next? ailing list that

ur famaus S-minuta installat ess for the first time 15 simple.

seasoned WordPress
exparts volunteer their time to help you get the most aut of yaur blog

Locking for a Mebile App?

You can find the right app for your mabile desice on aur mabile apps page or use the bullen
belaw to find the app in the app stare on your desice

Ao Showcase WordPress.com W Folow @WordPress
Bilog Plugins Matt 70

10t hemes . Privacy

Hosting Themes Buddy Frivacy o 1 118

Jabs ldeas bbPress License / GPLv2

In this screen-shot the download file is highlighted in yellow next to the red arrow -
https://wordpress.org/download/
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The Famous 5-Minute Install

The WordPress.org page tells you most of what you need to
know. There are some tweaks that can be done, but we will
get into those at another time.

FamOUS 5_Minute IIlStElH " = 9 Installing WordPress at popular

Hosting Companies
Here's the quick version of the instructions for those who are already comfortable with

» 9.1 Installing WordPress at
performing such installations. More detailed instructions follow.

Atlantic.Net
= 9.2 Installing WordPress at AWS
If you are not comfortable with renaming files. step 3 is optional and you can skip it as » 9.3 Installing WordPress at

the install program will create the wp-config.php file for you. DigitalOcean

» 9.4 Installing WordPress at Linode

=y

. Download and unzip the WordPress package if you haven't already. » 10 Installing through wp-cli
2. Create a database for WordPress on your web server, as well as a MySQL user = 11 Moving an Existing WordPress
who has all privileges for accessing and modifying it. Blog

(%)

. (Optional) Find and rename wp-config-sample.php to wp-config.php, then
edit the file (see Editing wp-config.php) and add your database information.
4. Upload the WordPress files to the desired location on your web server:
» If you want to integrate WordPress into the root of your domain (e.g. http://example. com/), move or upload all contents of
the unzipped WordPress directory (excluding the WordPress directory itself) into the root directory of your web server.
= [f you want to have your WordPress installation in its own subdirectory on your website (e.g. http://example. con/bloa/),
create the blog directory on your server and upload the contents of the unzipped WordPress package to the directory via FTP.
n Note: If your FTP client has an opfion fo convert file names fo lower case, make sure it's disabled.

5. Run the WordPress installation script by accessing the URL in a web browser. This should be the URL where you uploaded the
WordPress files.

= [f you installed WordPress in the root directory, you should visit: http: //example . com/

= [f you installed WordPress in its own subdirectory called £log, for example, you should visit: http://example. com/blog/

That's it! WordPress should now be installed.

http://codex.wordpress.org/Installing_WordPress#Famous_5-Minute_Install

 f Jin
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Bonus:

The WordPress Network of Sites

WordPress.org has a feature where you may create a network
of sites within one WordPress installation using the Multisite
feature.

Rather than installing WordPress several times on your server,
you might prefer to have several sites within on WordPress
installation.

The process for setting up a multisite network is located here
on WordPress.org -
http://codex.wordpress.org/Create A_Network.

Showcase of Sites

See who is using WordPress for their websites:
https://wordpress.org/showcase/.
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If you're interested in having someone set up a
WordPress website for you, contact me, Stephanie
Bohrman, at info@honorsphere.com and request a
WordPress website setup. Give me as many details as
you may already have: domain name, hosting
company, etc.
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